
        

 

 

 

 

Best Practice for using Flood/Ebb & Flow Trays 
 

 Make sure your plant benches are level 
For watering to be effective, it must be able to flow through all the channels evenly. A tray that is not level will 
mean that plants in the higher area may not get sufficient water. Do your existing plant tables have adjustable 
legs? If not, consider changing to benches with adjustable feet when you need to replace them. 
 

 Make sure you are able to drain the tray 
To keep your plants in top condition, it is essential that they are not left to stand in water for long periods of 
time. It may be tempting to cut costs and use flat trays, without channels or drainage, but this is a false 
economy. Unless the tray is drained after watering, roots can rot, and algae can quickly build up. There may be 
some plants that will be happy standing in water, but this is not good for the majority. Likewise, when selling 
fast moving stock from Danish Trolleys, where the tray can be quickly removed and emptied, a drainage hole is 
not essential. 
 

 If possible, channel excess water into your water recycling system 
Trays can be fitted with taps if required, to allow connection of a hose or other pipe, so you can recycle surplus 
water. This may not always be possible, but it will help to minimise algae build up on your pathways if you can 
do it. 
 

 Capillary Matting 
Capillary matting can be used in flood trays, but we would recommend using a synthetic mat with a cleanable 
top surface. These are designed to reduce algae/bacterial build up and can be hosed and brushed clean. Our 
VP2 mat is designed for this purpose, and is available pre-cut to suit many standard flood tray sizes. 
 

 Cleaning 
For optimum plant health, was the channels through from time to time to remove any soil or other contaminants. 
 

 Recycling 
Our flood trays are UV Resistant and made from virgin plastic. When you no longer need them, they can be 
washed down before being recycled. Recycling companies and re-granulate them, so they can be fully re-used 
to make new products. 


