
 

 

 

 

WHY USE FLOOD TRAYS? 
 Reduced Water Consumption 

Water is becoming an increasingly precious (and costly) resource. When top watering from a lance, or using 
overhead irrigation, a very high proportion of the water is wasted. Unless you have your own borehole, or 
rainwater harvesting system, flood trays will significantly reduce your water costs. 

 Reduced Time and Labour Costs 
Especially in hot weather, watering can take up and enormous amount of staff time, sometimes needing to be 
done several times a day. With flood trays, the time spent watering is greatly reduced. When top watering, this 
cannot be done in strong sunlight, often necessitating overtime payments, so it can be done in cooler conditions 
An added benefit is that planteria staff have more time to look after your customers. 

 Uniform Water Distribution 
When top watering, it is very difficult to ensure all plants are watered evenly. Different types of plants need 
different amounts of water. This is becoming increasingly important with the increased use of peat-free 
composts by growers each of which may have different water retention characteristics. By using flood trays, all 
plants take up water through the base of the pot, absorbing just as much as they need. 

 Can be used with Capillary Matting 
To reduce the need for watering even further, flood trays can be used with capillary matting. We recommend a 
2-layer mat, such as our VP2 Capillary Matting, which provides an additional 3 litres per square metre, for the 
plants to take up, without leaving them sitting in water. 

 Water at Any Time of Day 
Watering can be carried out in any conditions, even strong sunlight, as the water goes to the roots, not to the 
foliage. 

 Improved Plant Health – Less Wastage – Better Sales 
By using flood trays to ensure uniform watering, your plants will stay in better health, with reduced risk of 
disease. Algae and soil build up on traditional timber benches, can increase the risk of plant disease, leading to 
higher wastage, and increased costs. 

 Reduced Algae Build-up on Benches and Walkways 
When top watering without flood trays, a large amount of water, and compost, ends up on your benches, under 
your benches, and on your walkways. Not only does this encourage plant disease, but can create a safety 
hazard, as slimy paths can be very slippery. 

 Easy to Clean 
With flood trays, compost is not washed out of the plant pots as happens when top watering, so you trays stay 
far cleaner. And when they do need a clean, it is not necessary to remove all the plants from the tray, and any 
dirt will be washed out through the drainage hole 

 Sustainability 
Our flood trays are produced from a specially co-extruded 3 layer HIPS thermoplastic, using  
virgin material. This gives them the durability and UV resistance they need, which cannot be  
attained by incorporating recycled content. When they do need to be replaced, they can be  
fully recycled, to produce new plastic products. 


